Attorney R f . P706692 
HDP Ref. 0364-001637 



CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A customizable low fuel indicator system for a motor vehicle 

comprising: 

a control unit for calculating and storing the average fuel economy 
of the motor vehicle; 

a fuel tank sensor in electronic communication with the control unit 
and adapted to sense the amount of fuel remaining in a fuel tank of the motor 
vehicle; 

an indicator in electronic communication with the control unit; 

an input device in communication with the control unit for selecting 
a threshold distance to empty; 

wherein the control unit calculates a distance to empty value based 
on the average fuel economy and the amount of fuel sensed by the fuel tank 
sensor; and 

wherein the indicator is activated by the control unit when the 
distance to empty is less than the threshold distance to empty. 

2. The customizable low fuel indicator system of claim 1, 
wherein the indicator is a visual indicator adapted to be mounted within a 
dashboard of the motor vehicle. 
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3. The customizable low fuel indicator system of claim 2, 
wherein the visual indicator is a light emitting diode. 

4. The customizable low fuel indicator system of claim 1, 
further comprising an audible indicator in communication with the control unit, the 
audible indicator activated by the control unit when the distance to empty is less 
than the threshold distance to empty. 

5. The customizable low fuel indicator system of claim 1, 
wherein the input device is a trip computer. 
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6. A method for warning the driver of a motor vehicle when the 
fuel within the motor vehicle is running low based on a driver selected distance to 
empty, the method comprising: 

selecting a threshold distance to empty; 

calculating and storing an average fuel economy of the motor 

vehicle; 

sensing the amount of fuel within the fuel tank of the motor vehicle; 

calculating a distance the motor vehicle can travel until empty 
based on the average fuel economy and the amount of fuel; and 

activating an indicator if the distance to empty is less than the 
threshold distance to empty. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the indicator is a visual 
indicator that emits light when activated. 

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising activating an 
audible indicator if the distance to empty is less than the threshold distance to 
empty. 

9. The method of claim 6, wherein the threshold distance to 
empty is selected through a trip computer in the motor vehicle. 
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